
       
 

 

 

St. Elizabethôs Episcopal Church Sudbury, Massachusetts December 2009 

Come Worship with us in Song and Prayer  
 

We are now in the Season of Advent with our focus on Christmas, The Great Festival 
Celebrating New Life and Hope for the World. With mounting excitement we will be 
singing songs of watchfulness and preparation with music from folk traditions, 
Handel's Messiah, Henry Purcell and William Billings. Our hymns and service music 
will be new and reflect this time of anticipation and preparation. On the first Sunday in 
Advent, November 29th, the St. Elizabeth's String Ensemble with Oboe presented the 
Offertory Music.  

 

Then on Christmas Eve the Annual Pageant with the Youth Choir Singing, "Ding Dong 
Merrily on High" in the afternoon. At 10:00 pm on December 24th, we will sing Carols 
accompanied by brass players who are members of St. Elizabethõs. The Adult Choir will 
sing a Southern Harmony piece "The Babe of Bethlehem" with violin obbligato. Also, 
"The Shepherd's Pipe Carol" by John Rutter and "Lullay My Liking" by Gustav Holst 

during the 10:30 pm service with special music played and sung in this mystical 
celebration of the Eucharist. All are invited!  

 

Sunday, December 27th will be our annual service of Lessons and Carols.   

  

Do plan to come and worship with us in song and prayer during this wonderful 
season.  If you would like to join the choir for the Advent/Christmas period, we 
would welcome additional singers in all parts to fill out our choir especially as 
some members may be leaving to be with families far away for some of the 
holiday services.  Please speak to me, call me or just come to our rehearsals on 
Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:30 pm in the Multi -Purpose Room. 

by Mary Sue Willie,  

Director of Music  

St. Eõs Holiday Schedule 

 

December 5  6:30 PM  Dickens Dinner  

December 12  10:00 AM  Advent Quiet Day - Museum 

of Fine Arts  

December 24  3:00 PM  Christmas Pageant - Church  

 10:00 PM  Christmas Carols - Church  

 10:30 PM  Holy Eucharist - Church  

December 25  10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist - Church  

December 27th  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist - Lessons & Carols - Church  

 10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist - Lessons &  Carols - Church  
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The Christmas Pageant for St Elizabethõs Church  

will take place on Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec.  24, 

2009 at 3 PM. The Pageant is open to children through fifth 

grade, including preschoolers who can be still for a 

reasonable amount of time and who can follow directions.  

 

This year the sign up for the pageant will be a little different. 

 We will not be signing up for specific roles; rather the 

children will simply sign up for a speaking or a non -

speaking role.  If there is a role that a child really does not 

want, they can indicate that when they sign up.  Please limit 

the undesired roles to one per child.   

 

The directors will assign roles based on costume size, childõs 

age and number of children signing up. The children will be 

notified of their role by Dec 13th.   

 

The speaking parts consist of : 

*4ñ6 Narrators: (traditionally 5th graders)   *Gabriel   *Mary   *Joseph   *Innkeeper(s)    

           

The non -speaking parts are: 

*Three Kings           *The Star      *Pages      * Angels        *Shepherds    

*Beasts:  2 cows, 2 doves,  3 sheep, 1 donkey  

 

There will be two rehearsals after the 10:00 service on: 

 

Sunday, Dec. 13 ð A run -through for songs and positions.   

 

Sunday Dec. 20 ð Final run -through and costume distribution  

  

Christmas Eve: Speaking roles arrive in costume at 1:45 for final rehearsal.  All other participants arrive in 

costume at 2:30.  

 

Sign up: Signup sheets will be available outside the atriums on Dec. 6th. If you miss the sign up but would 

like to participate please e-mail Teri Grey at terigrey@comcast.net  or Kris Wile at kwile@stcollab.com by Dec 

9th. 

 

Weõll need lots of helpers!  Please call Teri Grey at 978-443-4481 or Kris Wile at 978-897-1511 to volunteer. 

Christmas Pageant 2009 

mailto:terigrey@comcast.net
mailto:kwile@stcollab.com
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If you were in church November 15th you heard what is referred to as the òlittle apocalypseó from the 
Gospel of Mark (Mark 13:1-8). It is a difficult passage to preach on, and Valerie did a very good job. She opened my 
eyes to a new interpretation I have never before considered. As she so aptly pointed out, wars, rumors of wars, and 
famines happened long before Jesus remarked that ônot one stone of the temple would be left on anotherõ. Whatõs 
more, up to and through the present day, inexorably, wars, rumors of wars, and famines continue to occur. That 
being the case, does it make sense that those wars and famines are the sign of the end times? Wouldnõt you think 
that the world would have come to an end long before now? Heaven knows that wars, rumors of wars, and 
famines have plagued humankind for millennia. If they were the harbinger of the end times, by now we would all 
be moldering in the grave.  

 

Whatõs more, Valerie suggested that the temple walls in this gospel reading are a metaphor for all that divides the 
peoples of the earth, and that in Godõs good time those temple walls are doomed to destruction. Those walls, which 
separate the insiders from the outsiders; those walls, which are constructed to segregate the ògoodó from the 
òbadóñthose walls of divorceñare doomed to destruction. By extension, what Valerie implied is that the end that 
God has in mind for the world is not annihilation. The end that God has in mind for us is not wars, or rumors of 
wars, or famine. Rather, the end that God has in mind is a world of creatures and a creation undivided, that is, 
creatures and creation in full communion, in harmony and at peace with all. It is a creation where there are no 
outsiders, only one great company of heaven who without division enjoy and show forth the unconditional love of 
God. 

 

Finally, Valerie noted that this passage in Mark is a foreshadowing of the crucifixion, which to the first disciples of 
Jesus looked to be a tragic and ghastly end. Counter-intuitively, the crucifixion, rather than a tragedy, was in fact 
the birth pangs of the resurrection and new life. What looked like death turned out to be rebirth.  

 

Can you imagine? Can you imagine that what looked to the first century disciples and what looks like the end of 
the world to us, the disciples of Jesus today, is in fact a new beginning?  The notion is beyond our wildest dreams. 

 

And yet, if we ponder what the resurrection signifies, as did the vestry members at the meeting on November 16 th, 
we come up with a wonderful constellation of answers that together spell out a large piece of the truth God would 
have us see. One vestry member recalled a time in her teens when she meditated on the crucifixion, imagining 
herself at the foot of the cross, the time that she first began to apprehend what Jesus had done for her (and us). 
Another vestry member said that the resurrection meant new life. Another, the assurance of the next life. Another, 
the magnitude of Godõs love. Another, complete forgiveness.  There were as many reflections on the significance of 
the crucifixion and resurrection as there were people in the room. And every one of them implied the tremendous 
love of God in the gift of new life.  

  

And that makes me wonder. What if the sign of the end time is universal love, as opposed to war and famine? 
Indeed we know from Scripture that we are created out of love in love for love.  In other words, we know that we 
are made in the image of God. What if weñyou and meñmodeled our behavior after that of Jesus? What if we 
treated all that divides us as imaginary, as untrue, as superficial, as unhelpful, and as unfaithful?  Would those 
divisions, like the walls of the temple, fall to dust? I would like to find out.  

From Our Rector  by The Rev. Barbara Williamson 

òWhat if weñyou and meñmodeled our behavior after that of Jesus? What if 

we treated all that divides us as imaginary, as untrue, as superficial, as 

unhelpful, and as unfaithful? ò 
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In early  November, I attended the 224th Convention of the Diocese of 
Massachusetts, along with Steve Davies, Barbara, and Valerie. This 

convention was in part a celebration of the 225th anniversary of this Diocese, one of 
the original ones in the United States. It was also a celebration of 15 years of service 
by Bishop Tom Shaw.  

 

A Diocesan Convention is a combination of worship, learning, fellowship, business, 
and budgets. This year, the liturgy for part of the worship was reconstructed from 
the liturgy that was used at the founding of the Episcopal Church.  

 

What struck me about this Convention was a theme of connection. As a parish of 
the Episcopal Church, we are connected to a diocese, to the entire Episcopal Church 

(which, by the way, extends beyond just the United States), and to the entire Anglican Communion. By its nature, 
of course, the Convention is a way of connecting the parishes of the Diocese, and itõs hard not to feel connected 
sitting in Trinity Church in Copley Square with more than 700 other lay people and clergy. The time leading up to 
the Convention also provides chances to connect with our deanery, which includes parishes near Sudbury. You 
may have heard Barbara mention the regular deanery meetings for clergy. There is also a Deanery Assembly, 
which includes several lay people from each parish. Although it has not been meeting recently, Valerie is now one 
of the co-conveners of the deanery assembly, and there is movement to do more together--a renewed connection in 
our local area. The Nominating Committee for the 2010 vestry and other offices will also be nominating people to 
represent St. Elizabethõs in the deanery assembly. 

 

The Convention is a reminder of how we are connected to the broader work of the Diocese, particularly the urban 
ministries in Boston. These are ministries we support both through our financial contribution to the diocese and 
through direct involvement such as the biannual City Mission trip made by our youth.  

 

There was also a strong connection to history, reminding us of those who have come before, and who worshiped in 
much the same way. Many things have changed in the worship --the language of the 1789 prayer book was rather 
less inclusive, for example--but much is clearly recognizable as part of our tradition. The Episcopal Church has 
come a long way in 225 years, and the church will undoubtedly continue to change in the next 225 years.  

 

I also enjoyed running into both the Rev. Libby Berman, who is now serving as Priest at the Church of the Advent 
in Medfield, and the Rev. Malia Crawford, who is now serving as Curate at Grace Episcopal Church in New 
Bedford. Libby was here at St. Elizabethõs first as a pastoral intern, then as a deacon and finally as a priest some 
years ago. 

Win  

 

NOTE:  Winõs and Steveõs reports from the Convention can be found on pages 14 and 15 of The Mantle. 

Wardenõs 

Words  
by Win Treese,  

Co -Warden 

St. Eõs 

Annual Meeting  

Sunday, February 7 

The St. Elizabethõs Annual Meeting for 2010 will be held after 

church on Sunday, February  7.  Weõll elect new vestry mem-

bers, look back at all that has happened in 2009, and look ahead 

to 2010. This year weõre planning something different: part of 

the meeting will be an open forum with the vestry for questions 

and discussion. A light lunch and child care will be provided. 

We look forward to seeing you there!  
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Vestry Notes by Nancy Kimble, Co-Warden 

The November  Vestry meeting began as always, with formation. In this case however, the 
formation was a continuation of the ideas presented by Valerie in her sermon the 

day before. After reading the same Gospel as that read in church on Sunday (Mark 13:1-8) we contemplated the 
meaning of the resurrection. As Valerie suggested, the crucifixion, which looked to the disciples like a tragic end, was 
in fact the sign of a new beginning. We were asked to imagine the end of time not as an apocalyptic occasion of war and 
famine, but rather a fulfillment of creation undivided, of universal love brought about by the forgiveness and 
reconciliation modeled by Christ himself.  

 

The business of the meeting commenced with Barbara and Valerieõs reports on the Diocesan Convention. Details of the 
convention can be found elsewhere in this issue of the Mantle. Nancy updated the vestry on the stewardship campaign. 
As of November 16th we were at 70% of our monetary goal and just under 70% of our goal of 100% participation. She 
also reported that a nominations committee has been formed to help identify potential new vestry members. As 
outgoing warden, Win Treese will chair that committee. Finally, the information portion of the meeting was ended with 
an update on the very successful Newcomers Brunch that took place on the 16th.  The entire vestry expressed their 
gratitude to Karyn Grant and the Newcomers Committee for the great work they did extending a warm welcome to our 
new parishioners. 

 

The Financial report indicated that increased income and fewer expenses during October resulted in a monthly deficit 
of ($10,051) versus the budgeted ($14,857.) The finance committee will be meeting just after Thanksgiving to discuss the 
2010 budget as well as a proposed Endowment Plan which we hope to approve at the December meeting. Both a 
restricted gifts policy and a records retention policy were also distributed electronically for review prior to the next 
vestry meeting. 

 

Finally, the vestry shared positive feedback about the Vestry/Leadership Team retreat on the 14 th; discussed the fall fair 
and potential future fundraisers; and unanimously approved the recommended distribution of funds by the Outreach 
Committee. 

Nancy 

Advent Quiet Day at the MFA  

 Saturday, December 12, 2009  

10 AM to 2 PM  

Meet at St. Eôs at 9 AM 
 

Go into the heart of Bostonõs Christmas shopping land and retreat into silence 
and contemplative thought!  

 

A group from St. Elizabethõs will hold their Advent Quiet Day at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. The group will 
be lead by The Rev. Chris Visminas, who, in a way that engages children and adults alike, will discuss a few pieces of 
Advent -themed art in relation to her on -going series on the identity of  Jesus.  Following the talk, adults will be 
invited into quiet reflection on the Advent art while Chris and Valerie further engage the children. Space is limited to 
15 adults and their children. Please sign up by December 4th by emailing Chris and put in the subject line: Advent 
Quiet Day 2009. The cost of the trip will be less than the $20 per person rate, because discount tickets and 
memberships will be used to offset the admission fee. For more information email Chris at  cevisminas@juno.com or 
Valerie at valerie_bailey@st-elizabeths.org. 

mailto:cevisminas@juno.com
mailto:valerie_bailey@st-elizabeths.org
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Grateful, Joyful Giving by Lisa Barnes 
Thank you, thank you, thank you !!  

to all of the many children, youth and adults who have participated to date in this yearõs 
grateful, joyful giving!  
 

While the eight week push to adorn our parish hall tree with bushels of paper apples 
(representing pledges) ended in November, it's not too late to make your pledge/promise 
for giving in 2010 if you have not yet done so.  And for those of you who have pledged and 
have not placed your apple on the tree in the parish hall, know that you are strongly 
encouraged to take the time to attach to the tree the fruit of your generosity. To date there 
have been over a hundred pledges and only 40 apples are in place on the tree. Help to 
celebrate our upsurge in pledging! Get your apple up!  

As importantly, conversations about our new, mindful way to approach our relationship 

and responsibility to St Elizabeth's continue to occur around dinner tables, at choir 

rehearsals, at soup kitchen, in the youth classrooms and coffee hour.  Some folks are even 

pledging again - altering their initial pledge in grateful reflection of a deeper understanding, 

and connection to God. While we have met neither our happy goal of every man, woman 

and child participating, nor our secondary but very important monetary goal of $362,000, 

we are so pleased with the faithful and accepting response to this yearõs approach to stewardship.  Blank pledge cards 

for kids and adults are still available and can be found around the church building. Please submit your pledge to Dick 

Vanderlippe or mail it to the office through the end of this year. Questions and feedback are encouraged and will be 

gratefully received by Lisa Barnes or the Wardens. 

Lisa  

The Appalachia Service Project mission trip next summer will begin July 17t h and end 

July 25th.  We will have space for 16 high school youth, 4 young adult leaders, and 8 

adult leaders (4 men and 4 women). Trip preparation will occur over 6 Sundays and 

(ideally) an overnight at the Barbara Harris camp for tool training. Our first ASP prep 

session will be held on December 6th from 4 to 5:30, and the next one will be in early 

January 2010.  

 

Please contact Eric Kimble  (erickimble@comcast.net) or Barbara if you know  of a high 

school-age youth interested in attending.    

Centering Prayer Group Forming  
 

Sylvia Sepulveda and Jonas Barciauskas are interested in starting a Centering Prayer group which would meet on a 

weekly basis at St. Elizabeth's.  Centering Prayer is a form of silent meditation with deep historical roots in the Christian  

tradition practiced by people from across a wide spectrum of denominations.  We will benefit from several local 

resources available to us for learning about the basics of its practice, including Fr. William Sheehan who has been 

involved teaching centering prayer and leading retreats for over thirty years.  Fr. Sheehan has offered to lead a series of 

introductory sessions beginning on Tuesday, Jan. 5th. 
 

Sylvia and Jonas have begun to practice centering prayer at St. E's on Tuesday evenings beginning at 7:30.  Feel free to 

join us.  Contact Sylvia (srsepulveda@mac.com) or Jonas (barciaus@bc.edu) for information.  You can visit the 

Contemplative Outreach website for information about centering prayer: http://www.contemplativeoutreach.org .  

There's a helpful  7-minute video on the site's About Us page. 

mailto:erickimble@comcast.net
mailto:srsepulveda@mac.com
mailto:barciaus@bc.edu
http://www.contemplativeoutreach.org
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Bishop Shawôs Statement on Solemnizing Same Gender Marriages 
 

The Vestry is discussing the implications of this statement and invites your feedback. 
 

Advent I  

November 29, 2009 
 

 Christian marriage is a sacramental rite that has evolved in the church, along with confirmation, 
ordination, penance, and the anointing of the sick, and while it is not necessary for all, it must be open to all as 
a means of grace and sustenance to our Christian hope. 
 I believe this because the truth of it is in our midst, revealed again and again by the many marriagesñof 
women and men, and of persons of the same genderñthat are characterized, just as our church expects, by 
fidelity, monogamy, mutual affection and respect, and the holy love which enables spouses to see in one 
another the image of God. 
 In May of 2004 the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court opened civil marriage in our state to same-
gender couples.  That ruling set up a contradiction between what civil law would allow and what our churchõs 
canons and formulary state, which is that marriage is between a man and a woman.  And so, for more than five 
years now, while faithfully waiting for the General Convention of the Episcopal Church to act in response, we 
in the Diocese of Massachusetts have been living at some cost with an imperfect accommodation:  Our clergy 
have not been allowed to solemnize same-gender marriages, but they have been permitted to bless them after 
the fact. 
 In July of this year, the 76th General Convention adopted resolution C056, òLiturgies for Blessings.ó  It 
allows that òbishops, particularly those in dioceses within civil jurisdictions where same-gender marriage, civil 
unions or domestic partnerships are legal, may provide generous pastoral response to meet the needs of 
members of this church.ó 
 Your bishops understand this to mean for us here in the Diocese of Massachusetts that the clergy of this 
diocese may, at their discretion, solemnize marriages for all eligible couples, beginning Advent I.  
Solemnization, in accordance with Massachusetts law, includes hearing the declaration of consent, 
pronouncing the marriage and signing the marriage certificate.  This provision for generous pastoral response 
is an allowance and not a requirement; any member of the clergy may decline to solemnize any marriage. 
 While gender-specific language remains unchanged in the canons and The Book of Common Prayer, our 
provision of generous pastoral response means that same-gender couples can be married in our diocese.  We 
request that our clergy follow as they ordinarily would the other canonical requirements for marriage and 
remarriage.  And, because The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage in The Book of Common Prayer may not be 
used for marriages of same-gender couples, we ask that our priests seek out liturgical resources being 
developed and collected around the church.  We also commend to you the October 2008 resource created by 
our New England dioceses, òPastoral Resources for Province I Episcopal Clergy Ministering to Same-Gender 
Couples,ó available at www.province1.org . 
 We have not arrived at this place in our common life easily or quickly.  We have not done it alone.  This 
decision comes after a long process of listening, prayer and discernment leading up to and continuing after 
General Conventionõs action this past summer.  Our Diocesan Convention recently adopted a resolution of its 
own expressing its collective hope for the very determination that your bishops have made.  Even so, we know 
that not all are of one mind and that some in good faith will disagree with this decision.  Our Anglican tradition 
makes space for this disagreement and calls us to respect and engage one another in our differences.  It is 
through that tension that we find Godõs ultimate will. 
 We also know that by calling us to minister in the context of this particular place and time God is again 
blessing our diocese with a great challenge by which we might enter more fully into that ethic of love which 
Jesus speaks to us through the New Testament.  It is an immeasurable love given for all.  We are being asked to 
live it, all of us, children of God, each with equal claim upon the love, acceptance and pastoral care of this 
church, so that the newness and fullness of life promised through word and sacrament might be for all people 
and for the completion of Godõs purpose for the world. 
 

/s/ M. Thomas Shaw, SSJE 

http://www.province1.org
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The Christmas Giving Tree is 
coming...  

 to the Parish Hall!  
 

For the past 14 years St. Elizabethõs has been actively 
involved in outreach within its own community as well as 
assisting the homeless in Boston during the Christmas 
season. 
 
You will find a Christmas Tree in the hall (between the office 
door and the Parish Hall) on December 6th, decorated with 
ornaments. These ornaments will have a specific wish of a 
needy child or a parent living in Sudbury. This is an 
opportunity as a family to participate in sharing the spirit of 
Christmas. All gifts are to be returned to St. Elizabethõs by 
Sunday Dec. 13th. If you would like to help with this special 
mission contact Mari Weldon at weldon221@verizon.net or 
978-443-2691.  

Jean Alley,  Linda Bertolino,   Scott Bluni,  Phillip Cass,  Richard 

Cass,  Pat Coffin,  Mary Cubelli,   Brian Davenport,   Elizabeth 

Dewey,  Carol Dicker,   Richard Ebens,  Will Ginand,   Josh 

Grossetti,  Ian Hacker,  Paul Henry,   Ian Herel,  Alex Keilen,   

Meg Knaul,   Jamie Kodera,  Davis Kornblum,   Chrissy Lee,  

Jeffrey McLeod,  Walter Morgan,   Susan Newlin,  Jane Nixon,  

Benjamin Reilly,  Hope Rickman,  Kristine Robak,  Stacy 

Rosander,  Austin Rourke,   David Spina,  Colin Steiger,  John 

Stevens,  Arlene Stevens,  Liam Thornley,   Erica Treese,  Adam 

Voigt,   Hanna Wagner,  Dave Wallingford,   Maggie Watson,  

Sarah Winters,  Nicholas Woodman,   Derek Zurn  
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PARENTSõ NIGHT OUT! 
 

LEAVE YOUR (POTTY - TRAINED) KIDS WITH  

THE J2A GROUP AT ST. EõS 

TO HAVE PIZZA, JUICE, AND DESSERT PLAY GAMES, AND 

WATCH A MOVIE  
 

WHILE YOU  

SHOP * DINE * GO TO A MOVIE * RELAX  
 

ST. EõS PARISH HALL 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11  
6 TO 10 P.M.  

 

SUGGESTED DONATION: $5/HOUR, MIN.  
 

 

DONõT MISS THIS HISTORIC FIRST  FUNDRAISING EVENT FOR  

THE 2009 - 2012 J2A GROUP PILGRIMAGE  

BORROW SOMEONE ELSEõS KID IF YOU HAVE TO! 

 
Reservations requested, but drop-ins are welcome!  

Contact Sylvia Sepulveda, srsepulveda@mac.com, (978) 261-5457 or Debbie Flagg (978) 460-0026. 

In spite of the lousy weather, the CROP Walk raised a record 

$53,000 this year!  


